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MEMO 
 

 
 
 
June 25, 2008 
 
 
TO:  Robert P. Grimesey, Jr., Ed.D., Superintendent 
 
FROM:  Sarah T. Campbell, Ph.D., Assistant Superintendent/Instruction 
 
SUBJECT: Proposed Adjustment to VGLA/VAAP Management Plan 
 
 At a recent meeting of the Board, information was presented on changes in federal 
enforcement of the 1% cap on the number of special education students who could be identified for 
participation in the Virginia Alternate Assessment Program (VAAP). The enforcement of this 
regulation means that students who had previously qualified for the VAAP will now be required to 
participate in the more rigorous Virginia Grade Level Alternative (VGLA). That change combined with 
the need to increase the pass rate of the special education subgroup population as it relates to 
meeting the 100% graduation rate has resulted in the need to adjust the VGLA/VAAP management 
plan. 
 
 Under the current management plan, the Supervisor of Instruction and the Supervisor of 
Special Education assist the Division Director of Testing with specific administrative duties associated 
with the implementation of the VGLA and VAAP programs. These duties include collecting, 
maintaining and monitoring student participation counts; attending state training meetings, and 
participating in scoring events.  
 
 Beginning in 2008-2009 these two supervisors will be relieved of their administrative duties 
and assigned to work one-on-one with regular and special education teachers in order to provide 
support in the development and review of student evidence for VGLA. To account for these 
reassignments, the revised management plan will include contracting with a qualified individual to 
assume the testing duties previously performed by the supervisors. Funding for this contract will be 
reallocated from budget lines already designated for VAAP/VGLA. The goal in making these 
adjustments is to improve academic success for individuals with disabilities. 
 
 Please let me know if additional information is needed. 
  
  
   
 


