
 
 

Parent Advisory Committee to the Superintendent 
Meeting Summary Notes: Tuesday, September 15, 2009 

 
Meeting Summary Notes are intended to serve as the superintendent’s reflection on the discussions that occur during advisory 

committee meetings.  They are not intended to be exhaustive.  Instead, they are intended to serve as a general record for our on-
going efforts to assess our needs, determine our goals, map out our strategies, and evaluate our policies, procedures and 

programs.  Participants should contact the superintendent if they observe any critical oversight or misinterpretation. 

 

Participants present for 6 p.m. meeting of Council of PTOs & PTAs: Kaarn Thomas (BSES); Shawn Truett 
(SES); Courtney Horner (CMS); Robert Tucker (AHS); Janice Campbell (MVES); Jennifer Seckner 
(CMS); Cristi Miller (FSES); Daryl Shreve (AHS); Gail Higgins (BSES) Sissy Persinger (BSES); Alisa 
Hayslett (FSES); Sandra Lewis (AHS);  and Jan Hobbs (Director of Student Programs). 
 
Participants present for 7 p.m. PAC meeting:  Pat Bennett-Wilhelm (AHS), Tryna Bowen (BSES), Lori 
Barbour (CMS/MVES), Alisa Hayslett (FSES), Naomi Madsen (MVES), Tina Conner (SES), Jan Hobbs 
(Director of Student Programs), Lorie Bess (Administrative Assistant), and Sarah Campbell 
(Superintendent). 
 
1. Participants affirmed the schedule of upcoming PAC meetings for 2009-2010.  The schedule will be 

as follows: October 5; November 9; January 11; February 8; March 22; and April 19. All meetings will 
be conducted at the Central building in Low Moor and begin at 7:00 p.m.. 
 

2. Dr. Campbell discussed the purpose of the parent advisory committee.  She reminded participants it 
is helpful to send any suggestions, concerns, or questions to her ahead of time as some topics 
require research.  She also reminded participants the committee is limited to parent issues and that 
all other building level concerns should be addressed by other advisory committees within that 
particular school.     
 

3. Dr. Campbell introduced the school division’s six year plan for improvement and she invited 
participants to participate in this year’s development of the plan.  She gave each participant a copy 
and invited them to provide any feedback they may have at the next meeting on October 5.  
Participants were also encouraged to send their comments to her via email at 
scampbell5@alleghany.k12.va.us or to Lorie Bess at lbess@alleghany.k12.va.us.  The draft 
document will also be on the school website at www.alleghany.k12.va.us under the 
Parents/Community link. 
 

4. Dr. Campbell discussed the upcoming school budget. She noted school budgets generally run four 
years behind state budgets, meaning that the economic situation of 2007-2008 may not impact us 
until the 2011-2012 year.  She reported Governor Kaine cut the state budget by $1.3 billion but has 
protected K-12 education for now.  She reported the Employee Budget Survey would be presented to 
employees again this year in late October.  She added student membership was better than originally 
anticipated and the March 31 ADM (average daily membership) is what state funding is based on.  
She added we only lost seven Boiling Spring students to Edgemont School.   
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5. A participant asked if the committee could revisit the issue of a 10-point grading scale.  Dr. Campbell 
said she was not prepared to commit to a 10-point scale as any better than any other scale and that 
she doesn’t believe any student would be denied from a college because of which scale they were 
graded on.  A participant noted it could potentially cause difficulty for students who are competing for 
scholarships.  Dr. Campbell suggested the participant speak with Fred Vaughan, principal of the high 
school and that the topic be discussed at the AHS parent advisory committee meeting. 
 

6. A participant expressed concern over the exam policy at the high school.  The participant stated 
students who are in the challenge courses are not required to take exams and that she feels that is a 
real disadvantage to the student.  She added students must take exams in college and therefore, 
should take them in high school to be better prepared.  Dr. Campbell suggested the topic be 
discussed during the next Alleghany High School parent advisory meeting.   
 

7. Dr. Campbell informed everyone that a central office administrator was present in each school during 
the viewing of President Obama’s message to students.  She noted students were not required to 
watch the message.   

 
8. A participant stated the attendance policy should be reconsidered in the event a student gets the flu.  

Jan Hobbs noted masks had been ordered for all nurses in all schools. Dr. Campbell assured 
participants that every precaution has been taken to prevent students from getting the flu and that 
parents should keep their kids at home if they are sick.  Dr. Campbell said the attendance policy 
would be monitored in the event of a flu issue. 

 
 
NEXT MEETING:   October 5, 2009 with County Council of PTOs & PTAs meeting at 6 p.m. followed 
by Parent Advisory Committee meeting at 7 p.m. 
 

The Alleghany County School Board does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, political affiliation, disability, or 
age in its programs and activities.  The following people have been designated as contacts regarding compliance issues associated with 

this non-discrimination policy: Robert E. Carpenter, Director of Human Resources and Jan Hobbs, Director of Student Programs at 
Alleghany County School Board, P.O. Drawer 140, 100 Central Circle, Low Moor, Va.,. 540-863-1800. 

 
 

 

 


