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MEMO 
 
 

To:   Members of the Alleghany County School Board 
 
From:  Sarah T. Campbell, Ph.D., Superintendent 
 
Date:  December 2, 2009 
 
Subject: Statement of Legislative Priorities: 2010 
 
Each year at this time the Board establishes and adopts a set of legislative priorities. These priorities are 
used as talking points in correspondences and lobbying initiatives with state and federal legislators. The 
proposed legislative priorities have been developed in conjunction with input from the Virginia School 
Board Association and the Virginia Association of School Boards. Consequently, I am confident that they 
are representative of the most important issues facing Virginia K-12 public education today. 
 
After you review these legislative priorities, I invite your feedback. I plan to recommend formal approval of 
this document at your regular monthly meeting at Sharon Elementary School on December 14, 2009. 
Thereafter, I will share this document with our legislators and our advisory committees and with all 
employees via the division web site. 
 
Thank you. 
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 This document outlines the priority positions of the Alleghany County School Board relative to 
legislative initiatives that will be considered by the United States Congress and the Virginia General 
Assembly during 2010. These statements are intended to serve as guidelines for actions that may be 
taken by individual school board members, the superintendent and/or her administrative staff in their roles 
as advocates on behalf of the school division. In no way are these statements intended to require any 
specific position or action on the part of any student, employee or patron. Relative to its priority positions, 
the School Board shall: 
 
 
 

1. Support full funding for K12 public education in order for the school division to fulfill the prescribed 
requirements for quality education of all students in Alleghany County. 
 

2. Support suspending the timelines for the implementation of the new Standards of Accreditation 
requirements proposed by the Board of Education until such time as the General Assembly 
provides adequate funding to support the Standards of Quality requirements. 
 

3. Support maintaining the current Standards of Quality funding formula which requires the state to 
pay 55% of the prevailing cost of education and the localities to pay 45% of the prevailing cost of 
education. 
 

4. Support restoring the $27 million in the school construction grant program and the $55 million in 
the lottery construction fund which were removed in the Governor’s proposed budget. 
 

5. Support the withdrawal of appropriate funds from the Revenue Stabilization Funds (Rainy Day 
Funds) for 2009 to support the funding of the Standards of Quality. 
 

6. Support suspending the requirements of NCLB until the federal government provides adequate 
funding to meet the requirements in the law. 
 

7. Oppose all unfunded mandates in NCLB. 


