
 
 

Parent Advisory Committee to the Superintendent 
Meeting Summary Notes: January 31, 2011 

 
Meeting Summary Notes are intended to serve as the superintendent’s reflection on the discussions that occur during advisory 

committee meetings.  They are not intended to be exhaustive.  Instead, they are intended to serve as a general record for our on-
going efforts to assess our needs, determine our goals, map out our strategies, and evaluate our policies, procedures and 

programs.  Participants should contact the superintendent if they observe any critical oversight or misinterpretation. 

 

Participants present:  Alisa Hayslett (FSES), Tina Conner (SES), Leonard Smith (CES), Tonya McPeek 
(BSES), Laurie Counts (MVES), Ingrid Barber (CMS), Jan Hobbs (Director of Student Programs), Lorie 
Bess (Administrative Assistant), and Sarah Campbell (Superintendent). 
 
1. Dr. Campbell discussed the budget. She explained that cuts could be in excess of $750,000. Dr. 

Campbell explained that current projections are based on the Governor’s budget that was released in 
December and that final allocations will not be known until the General Assembly completes its 
session in late February or early March.   
 

2. Dr. Campbell reported on the status of the renovations to Alleghany High School. She explained that 
the next project in the capital improvement plan was to air condition the building. Dr. Campbell stated 
that funds to fully complete the project were not available at this time. She noted that the new 
windows and roofing have made significant improvement in the temperature of the building.   

 
3. Dr. Campbell stated she has been questioned about the school calendar and the option of going on 

Saturday’s to make up days lost due to inclement weather.  She expressed her concern about 
attendance on Saturday’s noting that both parents and students had week-end commitments with 
regard to sports, jobs and family that would impact the ability of students to be in school. Dr. 
Campbell also addressed the use of snow routes for the buses.  She reported that the use of snow 
routes had been studied by the division several years ago and that one part of that study involved 
gaining input from the Virginia Department of Transportation area representatives. Dr. Campbell 
explained that VDOT had recommended against snow routes due to the traffic congestion that would 
result along secondary roads as a result of parents driving their students to the bus stops. Ms. 
Mutispaugh noted that she had surveyed numerous school divisions in our region none had 
implemented snow routes. 
 

4. A participant commented on the number of snow days missed.  Dr. Campbell reported that schools 
had been closed 7 days to date.  A participant asked if the School Messenger alert call could go out 
the night before when they know school is going to be delayed two hours the next day.  Dr. Campbell 
stated she certainly could and would do that whenever possible. She stated she understands the 
dilemma of parents needing to get child care coverage when school is closed. Dr. Campbell 
encouraged everyone to check the school division website for the scroll that is used to post school 
schedule changes as that scroll is updated almost immediately.     

 
5. A participant stated there was discussion in the past about putting up a berm at Alleghany High 

School for flood mitigation purposes and the participant wanted to know if that will be done.  Dr. 
Campbell stated the architects believe flooding can be mitigated by installing brick retaining walls 
around the entrances to doors on the river side of the high school. She explained that this approach 
would be much more cost efficient and is believed to be a reasonable solution to the flooding issue. 

 



6. A participant asked if there is a policy about homework being assigned the night before SOL tests are 
given.  Dr. Campbell stated there is no official policy but she would look into it.  She stated students 
do not need to be overloaded with homework the night before the SOL’s and she appreciates it being 
brought to her attention.  

 
7. Dr. Campbell noted the March meeting will be held on March 23, not March 28.   
 
 

NEXT MEETING:   February 28, 2011 at 6:30 p.m. at the Central Office building in Low Moor 
 

The Alleghany County School Board does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, political affiliation, disability, or 
age in its programs and activities.  The following people have been designated as contacts regarding compliance issues associated with 

this non-discrimination policy: Robert E. Carpenter, Director of Human Resources and Jan Hobbs, Director of Student Programs at 
Alleghany County School Board, P.O. Drawer 140, 100 Central Circle, Low Moor, Va.,. 540-863-1800. 

 
 

 

 

 

 


