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MEMO 
 
Date:  Monday, August 8, 2011  
 
To:  Sarah T. Campbell, Ph.D., Superintendent 
 
CC:  Mary Jane Mutispaugh, Director of Instruction 
   
From:  Elizabeth V. Heath, Ph. D., Director of Special Education 
 
Subject: Revised Special Education Procedures Manual 
 
Every year case law decisions impact interpretation of statute and result in further clarification and 
definition of procedures at the state and local levels.  In accordance with advisement from Reed/Smith 
(the law firm which represents special education claims for the Virginia Department of Education), I 
have revised the Alleghany County Public Schools Department of Special Education Procedures 
Manual to align with compliance requirements and recommendations from Reed/Smith.  
 
Following is a summary of the minor changes to language through out the document: 

1. Form updates and requirements 
2. Maintaining accurate Powerschool data 
3. Compliance requirement clarifications 
4. Procedures necessary to avoid Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) issues 

 
Only one major change in procedure was required. In the past a Manifestation Determination Review 
(MDR) was required for an accumulation of 10 days suspension from school or services, or for a 
pattern of suspensions from school or services for a student with a disability. An MDR had not been 
required for bus suspensions unless the suspension caused the student to miss school or services. 
Changes were made in the Procedures Manual to reflect that an MDR is required if there is an 
accumulation of 10 days bus suspensions or a pattern in bus suspensions, regardless of the impact 
on school attendance. 
 
I would be more than happy to answer any questions that the Board Members may have concerning 
procedural issues. They may contact me any time before the August 8th School Board Meeting and I 
will be happy to address their concerns. 
 
If you have any questions or require additional information, please feel free to contact me. 


