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TO:   Mary Jane Mutispaugh, Acting Superintendent 
  
FROM: Jan Hobbs, Director of Assessment and Student Success 
 
RE:  Monthly School Improvement Update 
 
DATE:  June 3, 2015 
 
School improvement activities for the month of May included: 

 Division level meeting with OSI contractor for Mountain View; 

 End of year school improvement team meetings at Callaghan and Mountain View; 

 Observations completed at Mountain View by division level personnel utilizing the 
SURN observation form.  This form is an indicator of student engagement. 

 All schools have been completing SOL testing.  Expedited retakes were implemented 
this year at the elementary and middle school levels for the first time.  Students 
qualifying for expedited re-takes received a minimum of five hours of remediation 
before attempting the test for the second time.   

 
School improvement is a two year process.   
Per the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) Flexibility Waiver:  
To provide ample time to plan and implement strategies that will increase student 
achievement in underperforming proficiency gap groups, focus schools will be identified for a 
period of two years. School divisions with focus schools will begin the planning process to 
implement intervention strategies in September. Implementation will begin no later than 
January 2015, and will continue through the conclusion of the following school year. Those 
schools that remain on the focus school list will be expected to continue to implement 
intervention strategies until they exit focus school status. 
 
A school will exit the focus status if the following criteria are met:  
• The proficiency gap group(s) for which the school was originally identified meet(s) the 
AMOs described for proficiency gap groups for two consecutive years; and  
• The school no longer falls into the bottom 10 percent of Title I schools for the subsequent 
school year based on the focus school methodology.  
 
Any school accredited with warning will have that warning removed when fully accredited.  
 
A proposal was submitted to the State School Board on May 28, 2015.  A decision will be 
made at the June 25, 2015, State School Board meeting.  Important information from the 
proposal is below.  



 
Based on the SOA requirements, currently schools are accredited primarily on the 
percentage of students passing the Virginia assessment program tests in the four core 
academic areas administered in the school. The accreditation ratings are based on a trailing 
three-year average that includes the current year scores and the scores from the two most 
recent years in each applicable academic area, or on the current year's scores, whichever is 
higher. In order to ameliorate the impact of the SOL tests eliminated by the 2014 Acts of the 
Assembly, the Board is asked to consider using a four-year average in calculating the 
accreditation pass rates for those areas in which SOL tests have been eliminated: English, 
science and history/social science for elementary schools and history/social science for 
middle schools. This change would provide an additional year in which the eliminated tests 
are included in the accreditation calculations and would be applicable to the 2015-2016 
accreditation ratings only. 
 


