
 

 
 

 
 

P.O. Drawer 140, 100 Central Circle 
Low Moor, VA  24457 

 
 
 
 
September 25, 2007 
 
TO:  Dr. Robert P. Grimesey, Jr., Superintendent 

FROM:  Fred C. Vaughan, Jr., Director of Student Services 

SUBJECT: Improving Smiles Forever 

 
 

Total Action Against Poverty (TAP) has partnered with Carilion Health Care to provide a mobile 
dental program: Improving Smiles Forever.  This program will serve low income students within our 
schools.  In addition, funds have been secured through the office of Congressman Bob Goodlatte 
and a grant has been submitted to the Alleghany Foundation, ensuring no cost to the school 
division. 
 
The Alleghany Highlands have been identified as an area without sufficient dental care.  In fact, the 
Alleghany Highlands has no provider for dental care of economically disadvantaged children and 
families.   Research nationally suggests that poor dental health is the most chronic childhood health 
problem interfering with language development, school concentration, school attendance, and 
learning.  Tooth decay affects more than one-fourth of children aged 2-5 and half of those aged 12-
15.  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends schools based sealant 
programs as an effective and cost efficient way to prevent and control tooth decay.  
 
Ms. Melody Blankenship, Senior Researcher for Program Development and Planning with TAP, has 
met with me on numerous occasions discussing this proposal.  She has also discussed this 
program and set up a tentative schedule with all of our elementary principals and Clifton Middle 
School.  She answered questions at our January 9, 2007 administrative staff meeting and I have 
reviewed and updated the proposal with all principals at the September 24, 2007 Instruction Staff 
meeting.  She has further met with Leslie Downer and me.  I have also talked with school nurse 
coordinators in Martinsville City and Henry County as well as an elementary principal in Henry 
County who all are supportive of their similar programs.  Ms. Blankenship has assured program 
flexibility ensuring limited impact on the daily school function.   
 
All seven principals and myself recommend the approval of this mobile dental program.  I am 
requesting that the School Board approve our participation and the signatures of both Chairman 
Whitehead and you on the attached letter of support.  Please contact me if you need further 
information.          


