
 
 

Parent Advisory Committee to the Superintendent 
Meeting Summary Notes: Wednesday, January 9, 2008 

 
Meeting Summary Notes are intended to serve as the superintendent’s reflection on the discussions that occur during advisory committee meetings.  

They are not intended to be exhaustive.  Instead, they are intended to serve as a general record for our on-going efforts to assess our needs, determine 
our goals, map out our strategies, and evaluate our policies, procedures and programs.  Participants should contact the superintendent if they observe 

any critical oversight or misinterpretation. 
 
Participants present for 6 p.m. meeting of Council of PTOs & PTAs:  Shawn Truett (SES), Tammie Hoke-Looney (BSES), Robert 
Tucker (AHS) and Fred Vaughan (Director of Student Services).  PTOs/PTAs not represented:  Clifton Middle School, Falling Spring, 
Mountain View and Callaghan.  Teachers who joined the meeting for discussion about Celebration of the Arts:  Kaarn Thomas 
(SES/BSES art); Daryl Shreve (AHS art); Courtney Horner (CMS art); Cristi Miller (FSES/CES art); Erin Clark (SES music); and Tammy 
Crane (CES music).   
 
Participants present for 7 p.m. PAC meeting:  Pat Bennett-Wilhelm (AHS), Shari Peterson (AHS), Robert Tucker (AHS), Tryna Bowen 
(BSES), Tammie Hoke-Looney (BSES), Leonard & Dawn Smith (CES), Bob Putman (AHS Band Boosters), Karma Tucker (FSES), 
Stacey Bryant (FSES), Melanie Rothe (CMS), Fred Vaughan and Bob Grimesey (Superintendent). 
 
1. Participants affirmed the summary notes of the November 5, 2007 meeting. 
 
2.  As a follow-up to item #6 in the November 5 summary notes, Dr. Grimesey said food service employees had received clarification       
     that they were not to recycle any unopened previously purchased products, including drink containers. 
 
3.  Dr. Grimesey provided a list of upcoming meetings during which discussion or actions associated with Alleghany High School may  
     occur.  They included the following: 

7 p.m. Tuesday, January 15 – Board of Supervisors appoint new Falling Spring school board representative.  Conduct first reading on joint 
resolutions to acquire Gleason property and to place AHS on state literary loan application list. 

7 p.m. Thursday, January 17 – Joint meeting of Board of Supervisors with Covington City Council to discuss school merger.  Proposed to be held at 
Dabney S. Lancaster.  (Still to be confirmed.) 

6 p.m. Tuesday, January 22 at Central – School Board to consider four resolutions related to the AHS. 
January-February TBA – Joint work session of School Board and Board of Supervisors to discuss next steps in AHS planning process. 
6 p.m. Monday, February 4 at Central – School Board work session on budget and possible further discussion associated with AHS.  First meeting 

for new Falling Spring school board representative. 
7 p.m. Tuesday, February 5 – Board of Supervisors to act on resolutions related to placing AHS on literary loan waiting list and acquiring Gleason 

property. 
6 p.m. Monday, February 18 – School Board meeting at JRTC. 

 
4.  Dr. Grimesey reported that Keven Rice, Director of Administrative Services, had conducted a preliminary study in which he 
compared the operating costs of the current Alleghany High School with projected operating costs associated with a new high school.  
The very inefficient heating system contributes to high operating costs at the current high school.  A new high school would be more 
efficient.  However, additional square footage and the increased cost associated with air conditioning would offset savings in total cost.  
Therefore, Mr. Rice concluded that the operating costs of a new standard-sized high school could increase by $11,604 and those of an 
enhanced high school could increase by $91,224.  Dr. Grimesey hopes that a possible future request for construction proposals would 
require contractors to provide a more detailed analysis of operational costs. 
 
5.  Dr. Grimesey said he had received numerous inquiries from parents concerning the article about the January 2 Board of 
Supervisors’ meeting that appeared in the January 3 Virginian Review.  He provided a copy of the article to participants.  He said 
parents and employees had many questions about the school board member appointment process and how they might express their 
opinions about the nominees.  Dr. Grimesey said it is most appropriate for all citizens to learn about the backgrounds and positions of 
the nominees and to communicate with their Supervisors about their preferences.  He noted that the Supervisor who represents the 
district with the school board vacancy may recommend one nominee, but all Supervisors vote on the appointment.  He added that it 
would be inappropriate for him to endorse any nominee since he is responsible for serving whoever is selected.  Dr. Grimesey noted 
that the Supervisors would act on the Falling Spring appointment during their meeting on January 15.  He added that the terms of Joe 
Anderson, Clifton Forge-East District representative, and Hunter Fridley, Covington District representative would conclude in June of 
this year.  He encouraged the county council of PTAs and PTOs to consider taking an active role in nurturing its members for future 
school board positions. 
 
6.  Stacey Bryant explained her interest in being appointed to the school board as the Falling Spring representative.  She outlined her 
qualifications, answered questions from participants and asked for their support. 
 
7.  Dr. Grimesey outlined four resolutions that the school board will consider during its next meeting on January 22.  The resolutions 
involve: 
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a. Authorizing the superintendent and the chairman to sign applications for grants that might contribute to annual debt service 
payments associated with a new high school; 

b. Directing the superintendent to identify and recommend a consultant who can provide oversight to an RFP for construction 
contractors; 

c. Authorizing an application for placement of Alleghany High School on the state literary loan list; and 
d. Purchasing the Gleason property as the site of a possible new high school.  

He noted that “c” and “d’ were joint resolutions that also would be considered by the Board of Supervisors during their meetings on 
January 15 and February 5.  Participants expressed appreciation that the two boards appeared ready to take some sort of action.  A 
participant asked if the School Board could maintain or sell the property as an investment in the event that no school is built there.  Dr. 
Grimesey said any such decision would be subject to further discussion between the School Board and the Board of Supervisors.  
However, he said majorities on both boards appeared to agree during their December work session that the land purchase would 
represent a good investment regardless of the outcome. 
 
8. A participant expressed disappointment that the projected costs presented by Moseley Architects on November 19 seemed high.  Dr. 
Grimesey agreed, but he said the higher projections allow for more flexibility in his efforts to request grant assistance.  He also 
expressed confidence that the eventual price will be lower than the costs projected by Moseley, and especially if the project is bid 
during the current lull in the housing market. 
 
9. A participant reaffirmed his belief that parents should be very active in nurturing potential school board members and in 
communicating their preferences to their representatives on the Board of Supervisors. 
 
10. A participant asked if it is possible to tour the Gleason property.  Dr. Grimesey said that he and Mr. Rice are anxious to lead tours of 
the property.  He encouraged groups of parents to organize themselves and to let him or Mr. Rice know times and dates when they 
might be able to take their tour.  He noted that construction company representatives and architects have been touring the property and 
all of them are very excited about competing for the opportunity to construct a school on the site. 
 
11.  A participant asked for clarification of a reported threat that caused great concern among many Alleghany High School students 
just prior to the Thanksgiving holiday.  Dr. Grimesey said rumors caused concern that a student intended to harm other students.  He 
said there was no evidence to substantiate any valid threat to students.  However, he noted that the use of personalized web sites, 
blogs, cell phones and text messaging contributed to rapid spread of rumors which continued to change with each passing day.  Some 
students stayed home in response to the perceived threat, but daily attendance remained reasonably consistent with attendance on the 
same dates during the previous five years.  In other words, there was a decline in attendance that had more to do with the start of deer 
hunting season than any other reason.  Dr. Grimesey said similar cases have occurred in other communities and have led 
administrators to rethink communications strategies to keep pace with rumors that are spread by the new forms of rapid 
communication.  In the meantime, he and the rest of the county school administration staff remain committed to ensuring student 
safety.  At the same time, however, he said the staff must be mindful of the need to protect the reputations of innocent students who 
become the subjects of unsubstantiated rumors.  Because of this balance, not all details of every case can be shared with the public.  
He concluded by stating that his own daughter attended school each day during the period and he was never concerned about her 
safety.   
 
12. A participant said that her school’s PTO was very supportive of the school board’s potential purchase of the Gleason property.  She 
reaffirmed the group’s belief that the property will be a sound county investment whether a school is built on it or not.  She also asked if 
any work had been done to determine the tax impact on the average tax payer if a new school is built.  Dr. Grimesey said estimates of 
tax impact will not be valid until after the school board evaluates all other revenue sources.  He said the determination of any tax 
increase should be the last determination that is made prior to a decision about building a new school or not building a new school.  He 
concluded that the tax payers should be the last source of revenue that is sought after all other sources have been determined.   
 
13. A participant asked why the school division did not use one day at the beginning of the winter holiday break as a snow make-up 
day.  Dr. Grimesey said such a decision would have required the school board to change its calendar since no make-up day was 
scheduled prior to Christmas.  He added that he would not have made such a recommendation because the emotional letdown 
delaying the break would have reduced the benefit to a minimum.  Another participant who is a teacher in a neighboring school division 
said her school division delayed the break in order to make up a snow day and she felt it was a big mistake. 
 
14.  A participant asked if the school division has considered adding automatic chains to school buses for winter time.  Dr. Grimesey 
said the administration had evaluated the possibility on two occasions during his tenure.  He said that it was determined on both 
occasions that the additional cost could not be justified given the extremely limited use they would receive.  Dr. Grimesey said he would 
be open to considering the possibility again in the future. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday, February 6, 2008 with County Council of PTOs & PTAs meeting at 6 p.m. followed by Parent Advisory 
Committee meeting at 7 p.m. 
 

The Alleghany County School Board does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, political affiliation, disability, or age in its 
programs and activities.  The following people have been designated as contacts regarding compliance issues associated with this non-

discrimination policy: Robert E. Carpenter, Director of Human Resources and Fred C. Vaughan, Jr., Director of Student Services at Alleghany 
County School Board, P.O. Drawer 140, 100 Central Circle, Low Moor, Va.,. 540-863-1814. 
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