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Alleghany County School Board Statement of Legislative Priorities: 2008 
 

This document outlines the priority positions of the Alleghany County School Board relative to 
legislative initiatives that will be considered by the United States Congress and the Virginia General 
Assembly during 2008.  These statements are intended to serve as guidelines for actions that may be taken 
by individual school board members, the superintendent and/or his administrative staff in their roles as 
advocates on behalf of the school division.  In no way are these statements intended to require any specific 
position or action on the part of any student, employee or patron.  Relative to its priority positions, the School 
Board shall: 
 
1.  Support full state funding for the re-benchmarked basic costs of the Virginia Standards of Quality (SOQ) 
formula; 
 
2.  Oppose any effort to reduce state incentive funds for the education of at-risk students; 
 
3.  Support proposed updates of the SOQs that have been recommended by the General Assembly’s Joint 
Legislative Audit and Review Committee (JLARC); 
 
4.  Expand the school construction loan program from the state literary fund; 
 
5.  Support increased state funding for pre-school education as long as funds are not taken from 
aforementioned priorities; 
 
6.  Support restoration of full-year state funding for teacher salary increases.  In recent years, state 
contributions to teacher salary increases have been restricted to half-year contributions; 
 
7.  Oppose any proposed legislation that amounts to a federal and/or state mandate with limited or no 
assurance of adequate federal and/or state funding of that mandate.  The School Board believes that any 
reductions in federal and/or state funding must be accompanied by commensurate reductions and/or 
postponements of federal and/or state mandates.  The Board is particularly concerned about the continued 
reductions in federal funding associated with the requirements of: the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act (ESEA, and otherwise known as “No Child Left Behind”); the Individuals with Disabilities in Education Act 
(IDEA); the Safe and Drug Free Schools and Communities Act; and the Perkins Act program for supporting 
career and technical education; 
 
8.  Oppose any proposed legislation that places additional restrictions on the current authority and/or 
autonomy of local school boards.  The School Board is particularly concerned about continued efforts by the 
General Assembly to establish a state role in the distribution of public funds to students who attend private 
schools; 
 
9.  Support legislation that addresses Virginia’s critical shortages of teachers and administrators; 
 



10.  Support restoration of $125,000 in state funds to support the Western Virginia Public Education 
Consortium.  The Consortium promotes regional cooperation in teacher recruitment and retention, staff 
development, leadership development and other critical areas; 
 
11.  Support re-authorization by Congress of the “Secure Rural Schools and Communities Self-
Determination Act.”  The act provides over $80,000 in unrestricted federal funds to Alleghany County and 27 
other rural Virginia counties to accommodate lost revenues associated with federal land ownership within 
each jurisdiction; and 
 
12.  Take an active role in the anticipated re-authorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 
2002, otherwise known as “No Child Left Behind.”  Advocate the elimination of all regulations included in the 
2002 re-authorization.  If elimination of the 2002 regulations is not possible, then support changes to the 
federal “No Child Left Behind” requirements, including but not limited to: 

(a.) New federal finance legislation and corrections to existing policies and regulations so that the federal 
government pays for the actual costs of implementing the requirements; 

(b.) Determine “adequate yearly progress” based on a school’s rate of improvement growth as opposed 
to fixed pass rate percentages for all schools in a given year; 

(c.) Include students who earn modified and special education diplomas as well as GEDs in each 
school’s graduation rate; 

(d.) Avoid conflicts between No Child Left Behind restrictions and IDEA.  The School Board is particularly 
concerned about the federal government’s requirement that 99% of all students must take 
standardized tests regardless of the severity of student disabilities; 

(e.) Count the results of retaken tests in determining “adequate yearly progress” (AYP); and/or 
(f. ) Limit sanctions only to those sub-groups that have failed to meet AYP requirements in consecutive 

years. 
 
 
Approved by the Alleghany County School Board on December 10, 2007. 
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Michael L. Whitehead Date Robert P. Grimesey, Jr. Date 
Chairman  Superintendent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


